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French state of play French state of play 

reportreport

AnneAnne--Claire Freyd Claire Freyd -- CSTBCSTB

Impact of the building Impact of the building sectorsector

• 43% of energy consumption

• 25% GHG emissions

•16% water consumption

•40% waste production
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The The marketmarket

• 350 000 companies, 98% SMEs

• 3.4 million jobs

• €123 billion of turnover 

• 58% residential

The The marketmarket playersplayers

• Clusters

• Standardization

• Research and innovation

• Subsidies

Public 
sector

• Project owners

• Architects

• Building engineering

• Certification bodies 

Private
sector
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The Grenelle The Grenelle momentummomentum

• Gathering the State, local 

authorities, NGOs, unions and 

employers.

• 2 laws in 2009 and 2010

• Steering committee Grenelle 

Building Plan

The The targetstargets of the Grenelleof the Grenelle

GHG

• Divided by 2 by 2020

• Divided by 4 by 2050

RenewableRenewable
energy

• 23% of energy consumption within the 
energy mix

Construction

• Only low-energy consumption
buildings from 2012

• Positive energy buildings from 2020
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Public Public policiespolicies -- obligationsobligations

• Compulsory display • Compulsory audits 

for collectively own 

flats• 240 kWhPE/m²/year
Average

• 150 kWhPE/m²/yearTarget

Public Public policiespolicies -- obligationsobligations

• For the non-residential 

sector: renovation between 

2012 and 2020

• Public buildings

– 4 times less energy 

consumption by 2050

– Full accessibility by 2015
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Public Public policiespolicies -- toolstools

• Green Lease (200,000 signed)

• Energy Performance Contract

• Smart grid in every house 

by 2020

Public Public policiespolicies -- incentivesincentives

• Social housing (4.5 

million)

– Dedicated loans for 

highly inefficient 

dwellings (88,000)

– National Fund for 

Thermal Renovation, 

‘Living Better’ 

Programm

• Homes (32 million)

– Zero interest loan 

(200,000)

– Tax relief (5.5 million)

– Low VAT rate for 

insulation works
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Thermal Thermal regulationregulation

• Limit of 

50kwhPE/m²/year

• Heating, cooling, 

lighting, hot 

domestic water and 

equipements 

(pumps, fans)

HQE HQE approachapproach
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CertifiedCertified buildings in Francebuildings in France
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CertifiedCertified buildings in Francebuildings in France

Dwellings (apartments

and houses)

• 350,000 registered 

projects

• 165,000 already 

certified (December 2011)

• 50% of new dwellings

ProcessoProcesso AQUAAQUA
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District and District and citiescities
• Sustainable city plan

• City of tomorrow fund

The The GreaterGreater Paris Paris 
Energy

• Mutation

Agriculture

• Compensation

Industry

• Risk

Transportation

• Slowness

Buildings

• Reversibility

Waste

• Resource 
preservation
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